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All-School Alumni Reunion Events for 2017!
The Louisiana Alumni and Friends Association planning committee set the schedule for
this year’s events at its June meeting. On
Saturday, October 21st an all-school / allclass reunion social / mixer will kick-off the
evening’s events at the American Legion hall
located at 420 Kelly Lane. This will run
from 5 p.m. till 6:30 p.m. and is open to anyone who attended school in Louisiana, their
spouse and/or friends, and any friends of the
local schools. This is free with a cash bar
available from the American Legion. This
provides a great opportunity for alumni from
one class to mingle and reminisce with those
from other classes.
After the social / mixer, a dinner for only
those with reservations will begin at 6:30
p.m. at the American Legion. The meal will
be catered by Vicky Mitts Keely (LHS ‘78)
and tickets are $20 per person. Dinner reservations include admission to the dance which

starts at 9 p.m. (see below). The dinner will
include recognition of the special reunion
classes (those with their graduation year ending in 7 or 2) in attendance. Also, a very
brief annual business meeting required by
our by-laws will be held.
A bit later that evening at the American Legion hall there will be live entertainment
featuring the band Country Soul. This will run
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. with doors opening at
8 p.m. A $5/person cover charge will be
required to enter for the dance (unless you
attended the dinner earlier). During all
events at the American Legion a cash bar will
be available benefitting the Legion.

year is set for Friday, September 22nd vs.
Palmyra. By the way, the local Future Farmers of America chapter conducts a big BBQ
fundraiser from 4 to 7 p.m. on Homecoming
Day. Eat in then enjoy the game or carryout.
If you are interested in playing golf from
Friday-Sunday of Colorfest weekend, the
Pike County Country Club has agreed to
allow returning alumni and friends to play 18
holes or more for $25 per person, which
includes a cart. Inquire at the course about
9-hole rates if that’s your preference.

If a group of returning alumni has particular
interest in touring LHS/LMS on Saturday,
October 21st, they should contact Walter
In case you’re wondering, the Bulldogs foot- Logan at waltercL2@att.net by October
ball team will be playing in their district game 13th so arrangements can be made.
on Friday, October 20th. It will likely be an
away game at an undetermined site. For
your information, LHS’s Homecoming this

A Message from our President…
Who we are…..The objectives of the Association shall be to: provide financial and moral support to the Louisiana R-II School
District; provide scholarships to graduating seniors of the Louisiana R-II School District; provide a network of contacts for
volunteerism to the Louisiana R-II School District.
Who we REALLY are…..A small group of people doing our very best to promote the schools in the Louisiana R-II School District in
any way we can according to the By-Laws of our Non-Profit organization. In other words, to do our best for your and our kids!
Mike Pratt, Membership Chairman, maintains an enormous database of people who have ever attended the Louisiana schools. If you
know of someone who has never heard from us, please have them send Mike their name, (including maiden), LHS class year and e-mail so he can get their
information. Mike’s also getting the ALAMO yearbooks ONLINE very soon. Yes, ONLINE! Look for news on page 2 of this Newsletter. Our 2017
nine-member Board of Directors is comprised of Linda Ince Beer, Danette Robinson DeBourge, Pam Todd-Watts, Tina Swenson Dewey, Vicky Mitts
Keely, Linda Robinson Shade, Cindy Sitton Blaylock, Walter Logan and Sandy Sitton Niemeyer. Our 2017 officers are Sandy Sitton Niemeyer, President;
Linda Robinson Shade, Vice-President; Linda Ince Beer, Secretary; and Danette Robinson DeBourge, Treasurer.
The people named above are the nucleus of the LHS Alumni & Friends Association. If you still live in the Louisiana area, we invite you to join us for our
meetings. We can always use more ideas! The remainder of our 2017 meetings are scheduled on Saturdays: August 19; September 23; October 7; Annual
Reunion Dinner/Dance/Brief Meeting on October 21 (Louisiana Colorfest Weekend); and November 18. With the exception of the Reunion Dinner,
which is an evening event, all meetings are held in the First Christian Church Annex at 9:30 a.m., unless otherwise posted. We can really use your input as
we do the best we can to help our children, grandchildren, staff members, administration and our town in general by helping to build the future! We’re
BULLDOG PROUD—from elementary grades through twelve! WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21!
Sandy Sitton Niemeyer, Class of 1960
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LHS ALAMO Scanning Project Update
Breaking News!

The LHS Alumni Association has been working for a number of years on a project to digitize all Louisiana school yearbooks, formal class photographs, and class composite pictures and put these online
for viewing at the Louisiana High School and Alumni Association's website. To date, nine ALAMOs, 1924, 1947, 1951, 1957, 1960, 1964, 1965, 1966 and 1968, are scanned and available for viewing. You may access these from the LHS Alumni and Friends Association website at:
www.LouisianaAlumniAssociation.org/alamos_yearbooks.

Through Mike Pratt’s efforts, the Association learned last fall about Oklahoma Correction Industries (OCI). This agency was established
over 30 years ago by the Oklahoma state legislature to convert paper records of all of their state agencies to a digital format. It is affiliated with the OK Department of Corrections to provide rehabilitation and jobs training for low-risk offenders.
At some point it was brought to OCI’s attention by Oklahoma libraries and schools they were losing yearbooks both by natural means
and from damage by people (cutting out pages, pictures, etc). Once they are gone or damaged it is difficult if not impossible to replace
them. High school yearbooks are priceless because of their historical value alone. This brought about their High School Yearbook Project where they began digitizing yearbooks for Oklahoma high schools at no cost to the schools. Later OCI extended this FREE service
to high schools in other states.
Mike, who had taken over this project, researched them and spoke to references to ensure they were reputable. (Everyone was dubious
believing this sounded too good to be true and as the saying goes, when it sounds that way, it usually is.) After getting approval to pursue
having the remaining ALAMOs scanned by OCI, Pratt began trying to locate ALAMOs from all years we’d not already scanned. Pratt
found Darrell McElfresh (LHS ‘71) had his grandmother’s (Irene Steers) collection (1946 – 2010). After having the process explained,
Darrell agreed to loan the ALAMOs we needed to Mike. Becky Wood Henderson (LHS ‘88), who is currently the LHS yearbook sponsor, agreed to loan the 2011-2016 ALAMOs for the cause.
In mid-March, Mike sent 3 boxes of yearbooks to OCI. They usually turn these projects around in 6-8 weeks time but due to workload
indicated we should allow 8-10 weeks. In the meantime, they let Mike know they’d had computer problems which further delayed them.
They will provide jpeg format scans back to Mike who will then need to reformat them into pdf format to load onto our website. By the
time you receive this newsletter, all ALAMOs from 1946-2015 should be available for viewing on the ALAMOs/Yearbooks page of our
website (see above). If not, expect to see them any day.
A HUGE Thank You goes out to Mike Pratt and also to Clay Logan, Sandy Sitton Niemeyer, Darrell McElfresh and Becky Wood Henderson for their part in making this possible. A large collection of yearbooks was borrowed from the late Irene Steers in order to help
complete this project.
Should you have other photographs or clippings which you believe would be of interest in helping preserve the history of LHS, contact
Mike Pratt at 314-609-9821 (cell) or via email at LHSAlumniLouisianaMO@gmail.com.
If you wish to learn more about OCI’s services, go to www.ocisales.com/oci-mission.
Louisiana Alumni & Friends Association Board of Directors

Moved? Changed your
email address?
If you move or change your email address, please let
us know. We want to maintain an accurate roster of
all who have attended Louisiana schools. If you are
receiving this newsletter via mail and have an email
account which you check regularly, please send your
email address with your full name (please include
maiden name), and graduation year (or the year you
would have graduated had you stayed)
to LHSAlumniLouisianaMO@GMAIL.COM.
This will save the Association the cost of printing and
mailing future newsletters.

Front row left to right Linda Robinson Shade, Cindy Sitton Blaylock, Linda Ince Beer,
Back row Danette Robinson DeBourge, Walter Logan, Sandy Sitton Niemeyer, not
included are Tina Swenson Dewey, Pam Todd-Watts, and Vicky Keely
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Helping Our School District
The Louisiana Alumni and Friends Association formed with a goal to support the school
system financially and morally. We ask staff each year for a ‘wish list’ and have been able to
assist over the last several years. Last fall we helped purchase new stage lights for the Louisiana Middle School. Many alumni have fond memories of the musicals and concerts held
in that auditorium. We speculate the lights needing replacement may very well have been
the same lights that provided the spotlight for so many of you!
The cost to replace all of the lighting was said to be $9,000. The board voted unanimously
to donate $3,000. Micah Goodin, Band and Choir director, expressed his gratitude to the
Association on behalf of the students and music boosters. The new system was installed
just in time for “The Wizard of Oz” production! The LMS stage is used by all age groups
throughout the district. Last year the LMS sound system was replaced with funds donated
by our Association as well. With the new upgrades our students and audience can enjoy
performances in a much better environment!
Our Association also donated $100 to the Louisiana After-Prom Committee. This group of
junior and senior parents sponsors and “works” the annual all-night, alcohol-free, afterprom party open to juniors and seniors and their dates. It was held at the Twin Pike Family
YMCA.
Each year the Association takes out a large ad in the ALAMO yearbook to help defray a
portion of the printing costs in hopes of keeping the student purchase price more reasonable, to show our support of the students, and to put the Association’s name in front of the
students.

President Cindy Blaylock made the presentation
of $3,000 toward the purchase of the new stage
lights to Superintendent Dr. Todd Smith.

Visit our webpage at:
www.LouisianaAlumniAssociation.org
for the latest news!

Financial Support System
As a reminder of a recent by-law change, we no longer ask for annual dues to be a
member of the Louisiana Alumni & Friends Association. Everyone who has attended
Louisiana schools or served the district as an administrator, teacher, or support staff is
automatically a member. This is true even if it was for a short time.
Now, in lieu of annual dues, each member of the Association is asked to make a regular,
tax-free donation as their situation permits. These donations will help provide on-going
operating funds to cover the cost of regular expenses such as printing and mailing our
alumni newsletter, website maintenance, and special purchases of materials, services,
and/or equipment made to enhance the Louisiana R-II School District and to, in turn,
benefit its students.
The suggested donation categories are as follows:
White……….$5.00 - $24.99
Red…………$25.00 - $49.99
Bulldog……..$50.00 - $99.99
Super Dawg...$100 and up
We ask you to consider making a donation and/or support our fund-raisers (i.e. the
cookbook, see page 5 of this newsletter).
How about making a tax-deductible donation now! See the Reservation Form on page
11 of this newsletter which has a space for such or do so on our website using PayPal at
www.LouisianaAlumniAssociation.org/use paypal.

Scam Warning
CAUTION!!! Beware of scams
which portray themselves as
our Association. These come
via email and are shown to be
received From: Louisiana
Alumni or Louisiana Alumni
Site (or similar). They offer
memberships, sell merchandise,
etc. Please DO NOT pay
membership dues to them
thinking it is the Louisiana
Alumni & Friends Association.
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Alumni Association Scholarships Awarded
During our Association’s first two years, two $500 scholarships were awarded to graduating seniors each year. The next
two years, based on the scholarship fund balances, our Association voted to award four $500 scholarships to eligible graduating seniors who applied. In 2013-2015 we awarded four
$750 scholarships. This year and last it was voted to award
four $1,000 scholarships. The winners were announced at the
annual Awards Night in early May. They are listed along with
their plans after graduation:
Alexandra Cross, attend University of Missouri-Columbia
and major in animal science; Elizabeth Francis, attend Missouri State University in Springfield majoring in finance; Gabe
Henderson, attend the University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg majoring in safety management; and Katelyn Watts,
attend Central Methodist University in Fayette, MO majoring
in elementary education with a minor in ministry.
This brings the total amount of scholarships awarded by our
Association to LHS graduates since 2009 to $23,000! This has
been made possible only with the support from many of you.
THANK YOU! It’s our hope the Association will be able to
continue to make these and even greater awards in the years to
come.
The Association wishes these students and the entire Class of
2017, which was 38 strong, the very best in the years ahead!

2017 Alumni Association scholarship winners left to right are Gabe
Henderson, Alexandra Cross, Elizabeth Francis and Katelyn Watts

Like us on Facebook at:
Www.facebook.com/LOUISIANA-ALUMNI-AND-FRIENDSASSOCIATION-113914451983669/

Morrow and Gierke Scholarships Awarded
The recipient of this year’s Ellen Morrow Memorial Math Scholarship, administered by our
Association and in the amount of $1,000, was
Molly Ross. This award, in memory of LHS’s
long-time math teacher, recognizes the senior
with high math grades throughout high
school. Molly plans to attend the University of
Missouri-Columbia and major in secondary
education.
The Gierke Family Memorial Scholarship,
given in memory of brothers Jacob and Christian Gierke and their father, Jim, is selected by
our Association’s scholarship committee. It is
awarded to one senior each year in the amount
of $2,000. This year’s recipient was Isaac
Shade, who plans to attend the University of
Missouri-Columbia majoring in pre-med with
an emphasis in anesthesiology.
Ellen Morrow Memorial Math
Scholarship winner Molly Ross

The Gierke Family Memorial
Scholarship winner Isaac Shade
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Alumni Association Cookbooks Available
Just a reminder that the Association reprinted this one-of-a-kind cookbook originally created and printed in
2012. We have a limited number still available and thought you may want to consider purchasing some for
friends and relatives.
As a refresher, this spiral-bound cookbook is a compilation of favorite recipes submitted by alumni, teachers and friends of the school district. The cookbook contains over 300 recipes on 166 pages plus a brief history of the school district
provided by Bea Goodin, recipes from some of the local restaurants of days gone by, kitchen craft ideas for kids, household hints, cooking and nutritional tips, and a “gifts from the kitchen” section. Several members agree these books make a great gift and the holidays are
right around the corner!
They are available for purchase at State Farm Insurance, Pike Co. Memorial Hospital’s gift shop, and the public library in Louisiana or
direct to you for $15 per cookbook *. You may also order these by mail at LHS Alumni and Friends Assoc., P.O. Box 404, Louisiana,
MO
63353 (see Reservation Form on Pg. 11 of this newsletter); on the Association’s website at
www.LouisianaAlumniAssociation.org; or contact Sandy Sitton Niemeyer by phone at 573-324-3470. If you order by phone, please
be sure to leave your name and complete mailing address along with your phone number. You will then be contacted on the procedure
for payment and receiving your order.
*If the cookbooks will be mailed inside the continental U.S., there will be an additional $4 per cookbook shipping and handling charge.

Proposition Bulldog Passes
In April the Louisiana R-II school board put a $4 million dollar, “no tax
increase” bond issue on the ballot. The district promoted it as Proposition Bulldog which they said would improve Student Safety, Student
Security and Student Achievement. It required a 4/7s majority or 57%
favorable votes to pass. It passed overwhelmingly with 82% voting for
it.
In summary, the approved wide range of capital improvements and enhancements to the school district’s buildings and grounds included: new
HVAC (heating and cooling) systems district wide; electrical and plumbing updates; electronic locks for exterior doors; roof repairs and/or replacements; new district phone system; new bus barn; new fire alert and
suppression systems; new bleachers in the high school gym; driveway
repairs and updates for the LHS/LMS campus; refinished gym floors in
LHS and LMS; and a FEMA Storm Shelter/Auditorium (contingent on
receiving a FEMA grant which would pay 75% of the cost).

Visit our website for the latest
alumni news!
www.LouisianaAlumniAssociation.org

Contact Information
Below is the contact information of the LHS Alumni serving our Association in key rolls. Feel free to contact them
directly if the need arises.
Sandy Sitton Niemeyer, President & Scholarship
Co-Chairman
Sandybobniemeyer@gmail.com
573-324-3470

Changes such as the new HVAC systems and plumbing and lighting fixtures are expected to save the district significant operating costs with
improved energy efficiencies.

Linda Robinson Shade, Vice President
Shadymom_99@yahoo.com
573-754-2676

If the district receives the FEMA grant, the district will build a structure
on the HS/MS campus which will serve the district as a performing arts
building and would also qualify as a FEMA storm shelter to provide temporary refuge for nearby residents. The FEMA grant pays 75% of the
costs of this building and the district 25%. The district is poised to apply
for this competitive grant when the next cycle is opened.

Linda Ince Beer, Secretary
Montana2432@att.net
573-754-6495

Supt. Dr. Todd Smith indicates the driveway work at LHS/LMS, electronic locks and new phone system will be completed before school
starts this fall. The HS and MS gym floor upgrades and the new bleachers for LHS will be finished before the basketball season starts. The
remainder of projects, with the possible exception of the storm shelter/
auditorium, will be scheduled for completion during the summer of 2018.

Danette Robinson DeBourge, Treasurer
Debourge@nemonet.com
573-754-3147
Mike Pratt, Membership/Alumni Roster
LHSAlumniLouisianaMO@gmail.com
314-609-9821
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From the desk of Michael "Mike" Pratt ('70) - Membership Chairman
Once again, this article is going to be focused on communicating with Louisiana alumni. On October 18, 2014,
the Alumni Association modified the by-laws to define membership in the Association to be anyone who ever
attended Louisiana public schools, as well as any administrators, teachers and support staff who ever served the
district. To communicate with alumni, we need their contact information, which in the past meant, mailing
address, phone numbers, and email address. We track the contact information in a database called LHS Alumni
Contact Database. As of June 2017, the database had 6,312 entries (1,197 are deceased) from 1930 to current.
Communicating Using Facebook
Beginning this year, we have added Facebook account to the contact information on file. For the past year, I have searched Facebook
for alumni with accounts and recorded this information in the database.
Here are some statistics why we decided to add Facebook accounts to our contact information. Of the 5,115 living alumni, 1,455 have
an email address on file but some are no longer used. There are 1,928 alumni with no mailing address and no email address on file, but
805 of them have a Facebook account. We have been able to identify 2,346 alumni with Facebook account. If we can begin to communicate with alumni using Facebook as a third communication method, we can contact an additional 805 alumni for which we do not
have a mailing or email address. Additionally, there are 915 alumni who have Facebook accounts that we currently mail this newsletter
to their home address as they do not have an email address on file. If we can communicate with them via Facebook, we’ll be able to
save the printing and postage cost for these 915 alumni ($500+).
Sending messages using Facebook Messages or Facebook Messenger handles the message differently between Friends and Non-Friends.
When a message is sent to a Friend, the message is displayed in your inbox. If sent to a Non-Friend, the message appears in the
“Other” folder in Facebook Messages and in “Filtered Requests” in Facebook Messenger. To facilitate communications with LHS
alumni, I have designated my Facebook account, Michael L Pratt (Alumni Membership Chair) for LHS Alumni “friends” only. All
of my Non-LHS alumni friends have been moved to another Facebook account.
Finding Missing Alumni
As I have stated in prior articles, you and your classmates are our best resource for finding LHS alumni. We have 1,928 alumni for
whom we do not have a mailing address nor an email address. By the time you read this article the Association’s website will have a
new page titled “HELP FIND MISSING ALUMNI”. This page and subpages will include a list of alumni by class for whom we do
not have any contact information. We are asking for your help in locating them or letting us know they have passed.
REMINDER: We do not make our LHS Alumni Contacts Database available to anyone except the class coordinators planning a reunion and they will only be provided a list of their classmates.
Mike Pratt can be reached via email at: LHSAlumniLouisianaMO@gmail.com, via cell at 314-609-9821, or at Louisiana Alumni &
Friends Association, PO Box 404, Louisiana, MO 63353-0404.
If you do not wish to receive emails or mailings from the Alumni Association, please let me know and we will flag your contact information as “Do Not Mail.”

2017 All-School
Reunion Schedule

2017 Alumni Association Officers left to right Linda Robinson Shade, Danette
Robinson DeBourge, Linda Ince Beer, Sandy Sitton Niemeyer

Social

5:00 pm

Dinner

6:30 pm

Dance

9:00 pm

Bring your friends, we
hope to see you there!

Page 7

LHS Wins State Championship!
Last year we told you how the LHS Scholar Bowl (formerly known
as Quiz Bowl) took second place at the state tournament. This
year, they took the next step and won the Class 2 state championship! They became the first LHS team in 31 years to win a
MSHSAA state championship dating back to the 1986 Bulldog
football team.

ship Tournament. They ended up 19th out of 96 teams from
across the country. Goal #1 – Check!

Malia Jolly, the team’s coach, shared some interesting background
on the team. They set two goals early in the school year. The first
was to attend a national tournament. The second was to win the
state championship. Beginning in October, the team met after
school every Monday and Wednesday—reading questions, discussing clues, and researching.

In all the team won 59 of the 79 matches in which they competed
or 59-20. On an individual note, throughout the year this team
was led by Team Captain and MVP Michael Powers. He was 4 th
overall at the National Tournament and the top individual scorer
at the State Championship, answering 138 tossups during the day
to set a new MSHSAA record for any class (size of school)! Congratulations Michael!!

On May 5th in Columbia, LHS defeated the defending state
champs, Calvary Lutheran, in the final round of the MSHSAA
State Championship. Goal #2 – Check!

In December they began their competitive season at the Washington (MO) HS Invitational Tournament where they competed The team loses one senior to graduation while the remainder of
against some very large schools. They took 2nd place and qualified the varsity team will return as juniors next year. Let’s hope this is
for the National Scholastic Championship.
just the first of many state Scholar Bowl championships for LHS.
January marked the beginning of the Clarence Cannon Conference
schedule. Those matches were held every Thursday for 9 weeks in
addition to the Monday and Wednesday practices. The team was
undefeated in the regular season conference matches and went 3-0
in the CCC tourney to be named CCC Champions.
They attended some tournaments on Saturdays as well. Those were
at Washington U., William Woods U., and Ladue HS, which
helped better prepare them for the home stretch of the season. In
early April they hosted the District tournament where they were
undefeated during the day making them District 12 Champs. Next
up was Sectionals held at New Haven where LHS was victorious
which qualified them for the State Championship.
First they had to take care of goal #1. In late April they traveled
to Chicago to compete in the Small School National Champion-

Alumni Highlights
We thought it would be nice to shine the
spotlight on LHS graduates who have
returned to town and are teaching/
leading in the Louisiana R-II school
district.
In this, our first edition of Alumni Highlights, we’d like to introduce you to Derrick Branstetter. Derrick is
currently serving as LHS Principal. After graduating from LHS Derrick attended Missouri Baptist and graduated in 2001 with a BS in
Kinesiology and a minor in History. He taught and coached in
Wright City, Wentzville and Cuba, Missouri. His wife, Ashley
(Helm), also an LHS alum, wanted to be closer to home and both felt
raising their little girls in a small town was what they wanted for the
future. “The head boys’ basketball position came open right as we
started that discussion so I applied and was hired. The timing wasn’t
great with Ashley still working in Steelville and our owning a house
in Cuba but we made it work!”
“My goals for LHS are to continue to provide opportunities for our
kids to grow into productive adults.” He went on to explain that he
believes when they leave LHS they should be ready for whatever
awaits them and that that responsibility lies with the school system
and staff.
When asked about advice to other alums considering returning home
to teach Derrick said “I would encourage others to return to their
community, but I also know that people have to make their own
path. People need to live in a place where they feel comfortable
working and raising a family.”

The LHS Scholar Bowl team after winning state! Front row from left to right: Marin
Powers, Bryan Grant, Tyler Hopkins, Michael Powers. Back from l-r: Brandon Chatman,
Caleb Elder, Brett Weimer, Abby Moore, Maria Gutierrez, Amanda Sencenbaugh, and
Coach Malia Jolly.

The Louisiana Alumni and Friends Association appreciates the time
and passion of ALL those alums who have returned to Louisiana to
make it their home and to be part of the village that raises our children. Watch for additional Alumni Highlights in subsequent editions
of the newsletter and on our website!
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Louisiana Bulldogs Hall of Fame Inductees
Last fall nominations were sought for the inaugural class into the newly established Louisiana
Bulldogs Athletic Hall of Fame. A committee reviewed the nominations and voted in four
individuals and one team. On February 10th the Hall of Fame members were honored during
a basketball game and presented plaques. Another plaque with their name inscribed on it will
hang outside the LHS gym.
LeRoy Berry

The deadline for nominations each year is December 31st. The criteria for eligibility
for athletes and coaches as well as the nomination form can be viewed at
https://sites.google.com/louisiana.k12.mo.us/sample-site/athletics.
Below is an abbreviated summary of the accomplishments of each. More information about
e a c h c a n b e f o u n d on t h e A l u m n i A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s w e b s i t e a t
www.louisianaalumniassociation.org.

Rockne Calhoun (seated) with left to right son Joe
and daughters Randee Wahlgren and Rainee Sinroll

LeRoy Berry was a standout football and track athlete. He won numerous Quint City Conference track awards and medaled at the state track meets in 1956 – 1959. He received a full
track scholarship to NE Missouri State Univ. (now Truman State). There he shared the
school record for the 100-yard dash and won the MIAAA 60-yard dash 4 years in a row. In
1963 at an AAU meet, Berry ran the 100-yard dash in an unofficial time of 9.4 seconds which
was one-tenth of a second off the world record at the time. He was inducted into the Truman
State Hall of Fame in 1998.
Rockne Calhoun was a 3-sport athlete at LHS excelling in football, basketball and track. He
was co-captain of the football team and was honorable mention for the All-District football
team. He was also on the All-State track team. Calhoun received a full scholarship to play
football at the University of Missouri where he lettered in 1958 – 1960. He started both ways
on the offensive and defensive lines in 1959 and 1960, years in which Mizzou played in the
Orange Bowl. Calhoun was a teacher and coached football for 8 years before returning to
Mizzou to pursue a law degree. While completing his law degree he was a graduate assistant
for the MU football team. In the ‘90s he returned to coach football at LHS.

Coach Cunningham’s widow Grace Jane Cunningham Catlett (seated) with left to right sons Steve,
Bill, Jr., Jon, grandson Chris and son David

Tony Gschwender (second from left) with left to
right son Scott, daughter Beth, wife Denise, and
sons Jeff and Steve

William “Bill” Cunningham was a 3-sport athlete excelling in football, basketball and track.
He attended William Jewell College where he was a 10-time letterman in those three sports.
After college he served in the US Navy in the South Pacific in World War II. Cunningham
returned to LHS in the 1950’s where he would teach PE and Health and coach football, basketball and track for over 30 years. He was inducted into the William Jewell Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1995 and the Missouri Track and Field Coaches Hall of Fame in the mid 2000’s.
Coach passed away in 1989 but not before the LHS football field was named in his honor in
1984.
Tony Gschwender came to LHS in the 1970’s to teach PE and coach football and track. He
became head varsity football coach in 1978 and remained the head coach until 2000. His record as head football coach was 160-82. His teams won numerous conference and district titles
and won the school’s only State Football Championship in 1986. Gschwender also was a varsity track coach for 24 years and was Head Coach for 18 of those years. LHS won numerous
conference and district titles and won the State Track Championship in 1986. Coach
Gschwender has been inducted into the Missouri Football Coaches Hall of Fame as well as
the Missouri Track and Field Coaches Hall of Fame.
1949 LHS Football Team started off its season with 11 returning lettermen playing their
second year under Coach Wirt Fowler. They achieved fame as they ran through their schedule
with a record of 6-2-1. Their greatest achievement was realized Nov. 11, 1949 when they defeated Palmyra to win the undisputed championship of the Quint City Conference. They were
undefeated in conference play (tied Shelbina 0-0) pounding Centralia 43-0 on Homecoming
and took care of Palmyra 26-0 for the conference championship. They lost to MMA and
Mexico but beat Pleasant Hill and Pittsfield.

Left to right Jim Pratt (‘52), John Dillender
(‘50), Joe Penrod (‘52), Dr. George Luther (‘51),
and Harry Elliott (‘50)

All photos on this page courtesy of the Louisiana Press-Journal
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Year in Review from Derrick Branstetter
Greetings!!
Thank you for the opportunity to update our LHS alumni on all the great things that are
taking place at Louisiana High School. The 2016-2017 school year saw many wonderful
accomplishments in the areas of academics, extracurricular activities, and service to our
community.

Tophinke Retires

We continue to offer students a wide variety of course selections, including offerings in
dual credit coursework. The 2017 graduates had the potential to leave LHS with 27 hours
of college credit. We continue to participate in the Missouri A+ Program, and this year 17 students will be
taking advantage of the free and /or discounted tuition offered to A+ graduates by Missouri community
colleges and universities.
On the extra-curricular front, it was another great year at Louisiana High School. LHS is fortunate to have
motivated student participants and a great group of dedicated coaches and sponsors. Some highlights:
Softball team named Academic All-State
2 FFA State Degree Recipients, 2 FFA National Degree Recipients (Alumni)
2 Skills USA State Competition Qualifiers
4 FBLA State Qualifiers
17 All-District Athletes
15 All-Conference Athletes
6 Academic All- State Athletes
5 Choir members were All-Conference
1 Choir member chosen All-District
20 Conference/Area Art Show Award Winners
2 winners of the Healthy Minds, Healthy Lives art contest (work displayed on billboards and posters
throughout Pike County)
1 All-Conference, All-District and All-State Scholar Bowl Winner
Boys’ basketball won the Bowling Green Tournament Championship
1 Player chosen for the inaugural CCC vs. EMO Basketball Shootout
Musical performance of The Wizard of Oz
Scholar Bowl Team won the Class 2 State Championship
None of these accomplishments would be possible without the dedication of the students, coaches/
sponsors; the support of the Bulldog Boosters and parents; and the commitment from the Louisiana
R-II Board of Education.
Whenever possible, we give the students at LHS opportunities to give back to the community that makes
everything possible. This year our National Honor Society students provided services to the Pike County
Memorial Hospital, the Twin Pike Family Y, the Louisiana Chamber of Commerce, as well as several other
local organizations. Our students volunteered with the Department of Conservation at Eagle Days and
Duck Days, and our alternative program spent every Wednesday volunteering at the local food pantry. Our
A+ students are enrolled in a Student Outreach and Community Service class allowing them to serve as
classroom aides and peer tutors in the Louisiana Middle and Elementary Schools. The opportunity is rewarding for students on both sides of the equation. Our Interact Chapter (a high school arm of the Rotary
Club), raised funds throughout the year to be put toward community projects, and put on a DaddyDaughter Dance that was very well attended.
We are also working hard to maintain and upgrade our already great facilities. In April, the district received
overwhelming support for “Proposition Bulldog”, a no-tax increase bond initiative. The funds will be used
to replace HVAC units, update bathroom facilities, install new exterior doors with electronic locks, roof and
parking lot repairs, new flooring and bleachers for the gym, as well as several other projects throughout the
district.
Activities Director, Ryan Griffin also worked with members of the Hall of Fame Committee to select the
inaugural class of the LHS Athletic Hall of Fame. LeRoy Berry, Rockne Calhoun, Tony Gschwender, Bill
Cunningham and the 1949 LHS football team were inducted during a basketball game on February 10th. It
was an awesome evening and we look forward to inducting a new class next year.
Our doors are always open to Alumni and Friends. If you are in town, please stop by and see us.
Depending on how long it has been, you may notice significant changes. All of our facilities are top notch
in the area and in the Conference. I would enjoy giving anyone interested a tour of the grounds. It is all of
your hard work, contributions, and accomplishments that make LHS what it is today.
I hope to see you soon.
Derrick Branstetter
Principal, Louisiana High School

LMS Principal Chuck Tophinke
(Photo Courtesy of the Louisiana Press-Journal)

After a 30-year career in the
Louisiana R-II School District, Mr.
Chuck Tophinke retired effective
the end of June. Most recently, Tophinke has served as the Middle
School principal.
His teaching career in Louisiana
started in 1987 as the PE teacher for
both the Middle and Elementary
Schools. He served in that role
through 1995 at which time he
became the PE teacher exclusively at
the Elementary School until 2000.
Tophinke was named the Middle
School principal.
During his years teaching PE he also
coached a variety of sports including
MS football, basketball and track.
He coached softball at LHS and was
an assistant boys’ basketball and
track coach there as well.
Coach Tophinke, as most alums
reading this will remember him, said
Louisiana “has been a great place to
work for the past 30 years. I have
enjoyed working with all of the
students over the years. I truly
appreciate all the support I have
received from students, staff, administration and the community.”
The Alumni Association wishes to
thank Tophinke for his years of dedicated service to the children of the
district. He had a positive influence
on nearly 2,000 students over his 30
year tenure! Should any alumni wish
to contact Tophinke, his email
address is tophinkec@gmail.com.
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The Louisiana Alumni & Friends Association accepts all Donations, Memorials and Honorariums from anyone who wishes to contribute to the
Scholarship Fund. The donations are tax-deductible contributions which allow the Alumni Association to continue presenting scholarships to those
who need them to further their education. The following donations have been made to the LHS Alumni & Friends Association from June, 2016
through May, 2017:
In memory of Janice Swenson
Hallows By Melaney Mathis and
Reggie Penberthy
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of Guy E. Travis, Jr.
(Class of 1967)
By Donna Travis Niemeyer, Bill Travis,
George Travis and Jerry Travis

In memory of Roman Lee Orf
By Bob and Sandy Niemeyer

In memory of Mary Frances Wilhoit
By David and Viki Cadwallader

In memory of Camellia L. Gamble
By Thomas R. Gamble

In memory of Linda Hughlett
Willis Johnston
By David and Viki Cadwallader
By Donald E. Willis, II
By Gregg and Cindy Blaylock

In memory of Ila Rose Ogle Rollins
By Philip R. and Kathy M. Ogle

In memory of Debbie Hughlett Rieck
In memory of Barbara Artus Branham By Nancy Cadwallader Geery
By Donna Travis Niemeyer
By Harry and Carolyn Elliott
In memory of Thelma Smith
By Eugene and Berniece Struttman
By Michelle Smith Sandy
By Class of 1988 c/o Sarah Haines
In memory of Harold White
In memory of Kathy Martin Cash
By Carol White
By John and Becky Elliott
In memory of Edward White
In memory of Daniel E. Moore, Sr.
By Carol White
By Class of 1988 c/o Sarah Haines
In memory of Daney Robinson
In memory of Ireland Allensworth
By John and Sue Sitton
By Pat Radford
By David and Viki Cadwallader
By Georgina M. Chappell
By Tom and Lona Wallace
By Jon Millner
By Sandy and Bob Niemeyer
By Joyce A. Robey
In memory of Joe Henry Bruch
In memory of Deanna Hiles Duello
By Darlene Pollard Bruch
By Betty Asquith, Joe Ray and Jennifer
Asquith and Dick and Cindy Asquith
In memory of John Branstetter
By Harry and Carolyn Elliott
By Tom and Lona Wallace
By Gail Gast Sidwell
By Eugene and Bernice Struttman
In memory of H. R. (Bob) Burns, Jr.
By Mary Ellen Griffith
In memory of Gary Hart
By Karl and Tina Swenson Dewey
In memory of Delores England Cook
By Bob and Sandy Niemeyer
(Class of 1943)
By Betty Asquith
In memory of Ernest Wm. “Bill”
Cunningham
In memory of the Class of 1949
By Sandy Sitton Niemeyer on behalf of
By Keith Wescott
the Class of 1960
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of Pete Johnson, Jack
Johnson and Andy Johnson
In memory of Carol McCoy Brookhart By Marilyn Johnson and family
By Class of 1974 c/o Terri Sperry
In memory of Prewitt McIlroy (Class
In memory of William Haley, Jr.
of 1944)
By Carolyn Haley
By Betty Asquith
In memory of Darlene Baumann
By Mark & Diana Poor Baumann
In memory of Jeffrey Luck
By Janet Luck Miller
In memory of Joyce May Owens
By Nina Strack Mackey
In memory of Vicky Lynn Woods
By J. E. Woods
In memory of Kenneth Woods
By J. E. Woods
By Betty Asquith and Joe Ray Asquith
By Tom & Lona Wallace
In memory of Susan Lee Orf
By Bob and Sandy Niemeyer

In memory of Margaret Anderson
Foreman
By JoAnn Dixon
In memory of Tom Thomas (Class of
1962)
By Georgina Vetter Chappell
By Pat and Donald Radford

In memory of Tina Boehlein
By Gregg and Cindy Blaylock
By Karl and Tina Dewey
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of William “Bill” Hoaglin
By Gregg and Cindy Blaylock
In memory of Sarah Jane Branstetter
By Jack and Dixie Holland
By Class of 1965 c/o Shirley Penrod
By the Family of Fred Naxera
By the LHS Class of 1946
c/o Bea Goodin
By Bob and Annette Conrad and the
Class of 1947
By Dennis Goodman
By Sharon and John Dillender
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of Robert “Bob” Wahl
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of James R. Ward
By Class of 1965 c/o Shirley Penrod
By Ron and Sherrill Wahlgren
By Rob and Lori Riti and family
In memory of James Wells (Class of
1944)
By Betty Asquith
By Shirley Wells Stobaugh
By Charlie Pratt
In memory of Dr. Walter G. “Boe”
Allen
By the Class of 1946 c/o Bea Goodin
By Sandy and Bob Niemeyer
By Michael and Trina Hart Nichols
and family
By Gregg and Cindy Blaylock
By Karl and Tina Dewey
By Jack and Dixie Holland
By Cindy Moore, Sally Dinwiddie
and Susan Jones
By Mike and Anne Vieira
By David and Wanda Hunter
By Walter and Cindy Logan
By Sandi Henderson

In memory of Debra Love Clark
In memory of Dr. Lawrence Stuerman By the Class of 1974 c/o Terri Sperry
By Sandy and Bob Niemeyer
By David and Viki Cadwallader
In memory of Lila Mae Sloppy
By Karl and Tina Dewey
By Sandy and Bob Niemeyer
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of John W. Miller (Class
In memory of Seth Elliott
of 1957)
By David and Viki Cadwallader
By the Class of 1965 c/o Shirley Penrod
By Karl and Tina Dewey

In memory of Roberta M. Kilby
By Sharon and John Dillender
By Tom and Lona Wallace
By Sandy and Bob Niemeyer
By Sharon Love
In memory of Raymond Dryden
By Sharon and John Dillender
In memory of Debra Love Clark
By Sharon and John Dillender
In memory of James E. “Coach
Jimmy” Scott
By Carolyn A. Scott
By Tom and Lona Wallace
By Sharon Love
In memory of Delores England Cook
(Class of 1943)
By Betty Asquith
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of Wanda Lewellen
By Tom and Lona Wallace
In memory of Kenneth Brown
By Sharon Love
THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY
CLASSMATES IN MEMORY OF
THEIR DECEASED CLASS
MEMBERS:
In memory of the Class of 1965
By Larry Lamberson
By Donna Travis Niemeyer
In memory of the Class of 1949
By Keith Wescott
THE FOLLOWING MEMORIALS
TO THE ELLEN MORROW
MATH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED:
In memory of Roxanna Adkison
(Class of 1948), Richard Walker,
Alma “Joyce” Kenedy Walker
(Class of 1956)
By Jim and Doris Brown
In memory of Ellen G. Morrow
By Brian Griffith
THE FOLLOWING HONORARIUMS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED:
In Honor of the Living Classmates
of the Class of 1950
By Jim and Doris Brown
Celebrating the Class of 1946’s
70th Class Reunion
By Bea Henry Goodin (Class of 1946)
In Honor of Bea Goodin’s
90th Birthday
By Bob and Sandy Niemeyer

Louisiana Alumni & Friends Association
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Louisiana, MO 63353

Page 11

www.louisianaalumniassociation.org

Alumni Dinner and Mixer Date—Saturday, October 21, 2017
(Please Print)
Name
First

Maiden

Last

Address
City / State / Zip
Ph #
Email
(current email addresses save us postage costs by sending this Alumni Newsletter via email)
LHS Graduation Year

Check this box only if the above is a new/changed address or email
Please find enclosed:
$

Financial Support Donation (check __ if your company will match this)

$

Alumni Dinner Reservation(s) $20 per person (Due by October 2)
No. & name(s) attending dinner

$

Scholarship Donation in Memory of (deceased)

$

Scholarship Donation in Honor of (living)

$________________

$

______

_
Alumni Assn. Cookbook(s) - $15 ea.; if it/they are to be mailed, add $4 ea.
to cover shipping & handling…indicate the quantity and any ship-to
addresses on a separate piece of paper and mail with this form

TOTAL

Payments may be made through PayPal on our website or by check.
Make checks payable to: Louisiana Alumni & Friends Assn., P. O. Box 404, Louisiana, MO 63353

(Please return this form along with your payment by October 2 !!)
NOTE: No confirmations or tickets will be sent. Nametag at check-in will serve as your dinner ticket.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY-SPACE IS LIMITED!

LOUISIANA ALUMNI & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 404
LOUISIANA, MO 63353

PRESORT STANDARD
NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Save the Date !

October 21, 2017

LOUISIANA, MO 63353
PERMIT NO. 11

All-School Reunion

CLASS REUNION PLANS
Class of 1957 – Classmates and friends of this 60th reunion class will gather at Gail Gast Sidwell’s grandmother’s little house at 2200 Georgia
(next to Sunset Park) to watch the Colorfest parade with lunch following the parade. The classmates will attend the all-school reunion dinner at the
Legion where a table will be reserved for this class. For more information, contact Gail Gast Sidwell at gailsidwell@gmail.com or 314-402-6575.
Class of 1962 – This class has no plans for a reunion as of early July. It is hoped many will join with other classes at the social, dinner and dance at
the American Legion. If interested in planning something, contact Pat Copher Radford at psradford@gmail.com or 573-560-8035.
Classes of 1964, ‘65 and ‘66 – These classes are having a joint get-together at Sunset Park in Louisiana on Sunday, October 22 nd. For more
information contact Linda Ince Beer at 573-754-6495; Clay Logan at 573-754-2117 or Sue White McMahill at 573-754-3112.
Class of 1967 – The 50-year class is holding their reunion on October 20-21. On Friday they will gather at the home of Karen Perkins Lynn for
appetizers and to remember classmates who have passed. On Saturday the class will ride on a float in the Colorfest parade and attend the all-school
reunion social and dinner at the American Legion. Contact Jan Weaver Krehbiel at jrkrehbiel@hotmail.com or 816-809-1178 for more information.
Class of 1972 – This class is still looking for a classmate interested in spearheading its reunion. Anyone interested should contact Danette Robinson
DeBourge at debourge@nemonet.com or 573-754-3147.
Class of 1987 – The 30-year reunion class is in the process of finalizing their reunion plans at this time. The contact for this class is Ed Stephens.
He may be contacted at hawged@gmail.com or 573-721-2030 (cell).
Class of 2002 – This class plans to attend the Alumni Association’s all-school social, dinner and dance at the American Legion on Saturday, October
21st. Contact Jennifer Baker House at pebbles_bam@hotmail.com or 573-754-2783 with questions.
To the best of our knowledge in late July, the other special reunion classes (those with graduation years ending in ‘2’ or ‘7’) have no plans for a reunion. It is hoped many from those classes will return to town and attend the Alumni Association’s all-school reunion events on Saturday, October 21
(see page 1 for details).

